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Proposed Park Board-Approved (September 11, 2009) Operational Changes for FY 

2010 
 
Alamo Lake State Park 

• Campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
Boyce Thompson Southwestern Arboretum State Park 

• Continue to contribute financial assistance in the form of a Park Manager 
position, but discontinue non-salary assistance (i.e., utility costs).   

• The Parks Board would need to take action to terminate or amend the tripartite 
agreement with the Board of Regents and Boyce Thompson Southwest 
Arboretum to further reduce Arizona State Park’s financial contributions. 

• The Arboretum is expected to maintain current operations. 
 
Buckskin Mountain State Park 

• Park will continue current park operations. 
 
Catalina State Park 

• Campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
Cattail Cove State Park 

• Park will continue current park operations. 
 
Dead Horse Ranch State Park 

• Campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
Fool Hollow Lake Recreation Area 

• Staff will work with its partners to help reduce park operations costs.  
 

Fort Verde State Historic Park 
• Park will continue to operate 5 days per week. 

 
Homolovi Ruins State Park 

• Park will close its campground and reduce operations to 5 days per week, day 
use only.  

 
Jerome State Historic Park 

• Park continues to be closed due to construction. 
 
Kartchner Caverns State Park 

• Park will provide Big Room tours beginning October 15, 2009 for 6 months.   
• Campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 

 
Lake Havasu State Park 

• Park will continue current park operations. 
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Lost Dutchman State Park 
• Park campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 

 
Lyman Lake State Park 

• Park campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
McFarland State Historic Park 

• Park will remain closed due to construction. 
 
Oracle State Park 

• Park will be closed to the general public, but will be open by reservation only to 
school groups and for special events. 

• Park will rely on volunteers to lead educational program.  
 
Patagonia Lake State Park 

• Park campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
Picacho Peak State Park 

• Park campgrounds will be operated to meet seasonal demands. 
 
Red Rock State Park 

• Park will reduce operations to 5 days per week from November through January.  
• Park will resume a 7 days per week operation February through October.  
• Education programming will be severely restricted and dependent on available 

volunteers. 
 
Riordan Mansion State Historic Park 

• Park will reduce operations to 5 days per week from October through March. 
• Park will return to a 7 days per week operation from April though September.  

 
Roper Lake State Park 

• Park will reduce staff and resources at the Dankworth Pond unit and redirect 
these resources to the Roper Lake unit.   

• Staff will respond to calls for service at Dankworth Pond, but will not provide a 
regular presence. 

 
San Rafael Natural Area State Park 

• Park will continue to be closed to the public and will have reduced staff 
presence.   

• Reduced staff presence will add risk to the resource due to its remoteness and 
proximity to the international border. 

 
Slide Rock State Park 

• Park will reduce operations to 5 days per week from November through January. 
• Park will resume a 7 days per week operation from February through October. 
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Sonoita Creek State Natural Area  
• Park staff and resources will be redirected to Patagonia Lake.   
• Staff will respond to calls for service along Sonoita Creek and reduce its active 

management.   
• The Sonoita Creek Visitor Center will only be open on weekends and holidays. 

 
Tombstone Courthouse State Historic Park 

• Park will continue to operate 5 days per week.  
 
Tonto Natural Bridge State Park 

• Park will be open 5 days per week after the Lodge construction is complete this 
fall.  

• The City of Payson has committed to providing partial funding for a Park Ranger 
Specialist to assist staff during the high visitation season. 

 
Tubac Presidio State Historic Park 

• Park will continue to operate 5 days per week.  
 
Verde River Greenway State Natural Area 

• Park staff and resources will be redirected to Dead Horse Ranch State Park.   
• Park staff will respond to calls for service along the Verde River Greenway.   
• Staff will rely on local partners and volunteers to patrol the Greenway. 

 
Yuma Prison State Historic Park 

• Park will continue 5 days per week operation May through October.  
• Park will operate 7 days per week from November through April.   

 
Yuma Quartermaster Depot State Historic Park 

• Park may be operated by the City of Yuma pursuant to the approval of lease 
with the City. 

 
These are the initial changes needed to reduce standard park operations to meet current 
budget reductions and vacancy rates.  The Executive Director may make one-time 
exceptions to these hours for special events.  Staff will need to assess these changes over 
the year and make necessary adjustments to meet the needs of the resource, visitors and 
staff. 
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